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About VFC
EiIRS¥ CITIES

VFC Members @ June 1, 2024

Charlottesville Lexington Portsmouth
Danville Lynchburg Richmond
Hampton Martinsville Roanoke
Harrisonburg Newport News Norfolk
Hopewell Petersburg Staunton
Williamsburg

Winchester



Focus Blight & Housing Access
FIRS7 CITIES

 VFC Pillar - Ameliorating Conditions that Result in Urban Blight

* Intersection of Blight Abatement and Housing Access

* Governor Kaine’s 2008 Urban Policy Task Force




Urban Policy Goals 2008 Housing

EIRsS¥ CITIES

v Create a state housing trust fund to support the development &
retention of affordable housing 2013 VHTF established

v Provide incentives for workforce housing so workers can live in
communities where they work Va Housing Opportunity Credit,
Housing Choice Voucher Program, Historic Rehabilitation Tax
Credit

X Fund Virginia’s existing Housing Revitalization Zone Program &
target implementation to urban areas to support housing development
8¢ focused revitalization activities Never funded
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Housing Revitalization Zones
FIRSY CITIES

e Passed in 2000

 Administered by DHCD

 Found in § 36-157 through § 36-170
« DHCD Powers & Duties

« How it Works

 Has Never Been Funded

e Statute Needs Tweaking

* Needs Budget Funding
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FIRSZ CITIES

» Blight wass an issue back in 2000 when the Interim Report on the
“Condition and Future of Virginia's Cities” wass published

e Blight in our cities has ebbed and flowed. General Assembly has
been responsive

 The Blight Matrix
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Blight & Housing FIRST CITIES

« 2023 VFC Member Housing Survey/Blight Questions & Workforce
Housing Questions

 We looked to see what tools were already in the Code of Virginia

« The VHRZ and Fund rang a lot of bells as an existing tool that
would be very useful



The Intersection — Blight & Housing ‘A/

Revitalization FirsT CITIES

e All could really use a program that helps with the
infrastructure and seeding revitalization

« Amending the statute for the Virginia Revitalization Zone
Fund Program to be a program that is useful, that encourages
urban and community renewal will be a game changer

 Funding the Virginia Revitalization Zone Fund in FY 2026
will bring positive outcomes for housing access, blight
remediation and recovery



